Approved For Release 2011/08/31 : CIA-RDP91-00587R0001 00200053-3 



WASHINGTON TIMES 

13 November 1985 HIEONIV 


U.S. will negotiate for hostages 


By Mary Belcher 

the vwshington times 

The Reagan administration said yesterday 
it would negotiate with — but not make con- 
cessions to “ terrorists, as a joint envoy of the 
archbishop of Canterbury and Pope John Paul 
11 prepared to fly to Beirut to seek the release 
of four American hostages. 

Tferry Waite, special adviser to Archbishop 
Robert Runcie and a negotiator in hostage 
crises, decided to go after receiving an en- 
couraging message from the Americans’ cap- 
tors, the Anglican Church said yesterday in a 
statement released in London. 

A Shi’ite Moslem group, Islamic Jihad, has 
claimed responsibility foe seizing the four 
Americans, who have been held captive be- 
tween five and 10 months. Tb release the hos- 
tages, Islamic Jihad wants Kuwait to release 
17 terrorists convicted of bombing the U.S. 
and French embassies in December 1983. Ku- 
wait has refused. 

There was no word on two other Americans 
missing in Beirut, diplomat William Buckley 
and American University librarian Peter Kil- 
bum. Islamic Jihad said Oct. 4 that it had 
executed Mr. Buckley in retaliation for the 
Israeli bombing of Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganization headquarters. 

The Reagan administration statement yes- 


terday that it would negotiate directly with 
terrorists provided the talks did not lead to 
concessions was being viewed as a softening 
of its position. 

It came five days after four of the 
Americans held hostage in Beirut pleaded in 
a letter to President Reagan for negotiations 
for their release. 

In the past, administration officials have 
stated repeatedly and unconditionally that ' 
the United States would not negotiate with i 
terrorists. 

“We do not negotiate concessions with ter- 
rorists, nor do we give in to ransom or threats 
of blackmail,” White House spokesman Ed- 
ward Djerejian said yesterday. “But we are 
prepared to talk with all parties — that in- 
cludes governments, individuals and even the 
abductors of American hostages — in an ef- 
fort to obtain their safe release.” 

Mr. Djerejian denied that he was stating a 
new U.S, policy on negotiations with terror- 
ists. Instead, he said, there has been a “mis- 
understanding” of the administration’s policy 
and “some confusion over the definition of the 
word ‘negotiate,’ ” 

But Jeremy Levin, a Cable News Network 
reporter held hostage for 11 months in Beirut, 
said yesterday the administration apparently 
is sohening its position. 
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